Macrobrachium shaoi sp. nov. is described from Taipei County in northern Taiwan. The new species is similar to M. grandimanus (Randall, 1840) 
INTRODUCTION
In October 1997, during an aquatic environmental survey conducted by the second author in northern Taiwan, a number of palaemonid freshwater prawns were obtained. Studies of this material revealed the presence of three species, viz., Macrobrachium latidactylus (Thallwitz, 1891) , Palaemon concinnus Dana, 1852, and an undescribed Macrobrachium species similar to M. grandimanus (Randall, 1840) . The rst author is now engaged in a revision of the M. grandimanus species group, and some of the previous records of M. grandimanus should in fact be referred to other species. The present Taiwanese specimen, while similar to M. grandimanus, nevertheless differs markedly from it in several important characters, and is clearly new. As the revision of this group of species will only be completed some time in the future and the name of the Taiwanese taxon is now needed for other studies, the present paper serves to describe this new species, here named M. shaoi.
The holotype of M. shaoi is deposited in the Institute of Zoology, Academia Sinica, Taipei (ASIZ). Specimens examined for comparison are deposited in the National Museum of Natural History, Leiden (ex Rijksmuseum van Natuurlijke Historie, RMNH), Zoological Reference Collection of the Raf es Museum, Singapore (ZRC); National Taiwan Oceanography University, Keelung (NTOU); and Shanghai Fisheries University, Shanghai (SFU). The abbreviation cl. is used as carapace length (measured from the postorbital margin to the posterior margin of the carapace). Description. -Rostrum straight, reaching end of scaphocerite, dorsal margin with 13 teeth, including 5 on carapace; ventral margin with 5 teeth. Hepatic spine smaller than antennal spine, lying behind and distinctly below the latter. Carapace with some small spinules in lower anterolateral region.
Fourth thoracic sternite with prominent median projection ( g. 2I). Preanal carina absent. Abdomen smooth, glabrous, rst to third pleura broadly rounded, fourth and fth pleura feebly produced posteriorly, fourth pleurite subtriangular, fth pleurite subrectangular, sixth abdominal somite 1.4 times as long as fth one, with posterolateral angle strongly produced, acute, posteroventral angle feebly produced, subacute. Telson 1.6 times length of sixth abdominal segment, with 2 pairs of small dorsal spines. First to third abdominal sternite, each with a transverse ridge, with prominent median projection ( g. 2J).
Eyes well developed, cornea longer, broader than peduncle. Basal segment of antennular peduncle broad. Stylocerite distinctly pointed, reaching middle of basal segment. Anterolateral tooth reaching to 0.3 length of second segment. Second segment as long as third segment. Antenna with stout basicerite, with strong distoventral tooth, carpocerite reaching to about 0.4 times of scaphocerite length. Scaphocerite 3.0 times as long as broad, with slightly concave outer margin ( g. 1B).
Epistome as in g. 2A, bilobed by a shallow depression. Mouth parts as in g. 2C-H. Mandibular palp slender, 3-segmented; incisor process robust; metastoma with paragnaths proximally fused forming a broad corpus with well developed anterior median depression, paragnaths distally bilobed, upper lobe large, elliptical. Maxillular palp bilobed, upper lobe slender, lower lobe stout. Maxilla with simple palp, basal endite deeply bilobed, scaphognathite normal. First maxilliped with setose palp, basal and coxal endites distinct, agellum of exopodite with numerous plumose setae distally, epipodite deeply bilobed.
